MODALS IN GENERAL
- modals come before the infinitive form of a verb (without “to”) – I may/should/can go there. 

- we can use modals with the continuous form of a verb (be + -ing) – She should be arriving soon. 
- we can use modals with the passive form of a verb (be + past participle) – It can be arranged. 
- we can use modals with the continuous passive form of a verb (be + being + past participle) – Their house must be being redecorated at the moment. 

- we can use modals with “have” and past participle to make the modal perfect – I should have realised. 

- we can use modals with “have” + been + -ing to make the modal perfect continuous – He must have been waiting for a bus. 
- we can use modals with the passive form in the modal perfect “have” + been + past participle – The house must have been built already. 
- we can use modals with the continuous passive form in the modal perfect “have” + been + being + past participle – Their house must have been being redecorated.  
MAY
1. possibility 

- for the present, future or generally: modal + bare infinitive (infinitive without to) 
It may rain today/tomorrow. (It is possible that it will rain.)

It may not rain today/tomorrow. (It is possible that it will not rain.)

- for past: modal + have + past participle (modal perfect)

She may have come. (It is possible that she came/has come.)
2. concession (ústupok)  

- for present: modal + bare infinitive

She may be my mother, but she can’t force me to do this. 

(Although she is my mother, she can’t force me to do this.) – Je síce moja mama, ale nemôže ma nútiť urobiť to.  

I may not be very intelligent, but I can work out the answer to that question. – Nie som síce veľmi inteligentný, no viem nájsť odpoveď na túto otázku. 
- for past: modal + have + past participle 

He may have written books on the subject, but that does not mean he is a world expert. – Napísal o tom síce knihy, to však neznamená, že je svetovým odborníkom.  
3. to give or refuse permission (more formal than can)

You may borrow my bike./You may not borrow my bike.
4. to ask for permission (more formal than can)

May I ask a personal question? 

5. to make offers (more formal than can)

May I help you?/May I be of any assistance? – Môžem vám nejako pomôcť? 

6. speculation 

- for present and future: modal + bare infinitive

When she is not at home, she may be at school. 

- for past: modal + have + past participle (modal perfect)

When she was not at home, she may have been at school.

They may have finished already. 

7. may (very) well – probability about now, the future, or generally - more probable than just “may”
It may (very) well rain later on. (Je dosť dobre možné, že bude pršať.)
- may (very) well + have + past participle - probability about the past

She may (very) well have come, but I haven’t seen her yet.  

8. may conceivably – less probably than just “may”

She may conceivably come. 

- may conceivably + have + past participle – the past 

She may conceivably have become a lawyer. 

9. may as well + infinitive – to suggest what we should do when there is no better alternative

There is nothing on TV. We may as well go to the cinema. (To môžeme ísť rovno do kina.)

10. try as … may - used with present reference 

Try as I may, I cannot learn chemistry. (Akokoľvek sa snažím, …)

Try as she may, she never wins. (Akokoľvek sa snaží, nikdy nevyhrá.) 

11. hopes
May you both be very happy. 

MIGHT

1. possibility 

- for present and future: modal + bare infinitive (infinitive without to) 

It might rain today/tomorrow. (less probable than with may)

It might not rain tomorrow. 

- for past: modal + have + past participle (modal perfect)

She might have come. 

She might not have noticed the sign.  

2. concession (ústupok) 
- for present: modal + bare infinitive

He might seem rude, but he’s not really. (Možno sa zdá, že je drzý, no v skutočnosti nie je.)
- for past: modal + have + past participle

She might have failed her exam, but she is still the most intelligent girl in the class. 

(Although she failed her exam, she is still the most intelligent girl in the class.)

3. a very formal way of asking for permission and making offers, suggestions and requests
Might I ask the court for an adjournment? (odročenie) – permission

Might I be of assistance? – offer
You might try phoning her. – suggestions

You might get some milk while you’re there. – request (žiadosť) 
4. past possibility which didn’t happen

- modal + have + past participle (modal perfect)

- speculation about something that didn’t happen but we feel there was potential for it to happen  

That wasn’t a good idea – you might have hurt him.

You were lucky. You might have been injured. (Mohol si sa zraniť – mal si šťastie, že si sa nezranil.) 
5. annoyance (podráždenie, rozčúlenie) 
- for present and future: modal + bare infinitive (infinitive without to) 

You might call me sometimes. 

- for past: modal + have + past participle (modal perfect)

You might have called me yesterday. (Mohol si mi včera zavolať! Prečo si nezavolal?) 
6. speculation 

- for present and future: modal + bare infinitive

When she is not at home, she might be at school. (less probable than may)

- for past: modal + have + past participle (modal perfect)

When she was not at home, she might have been at school. 

7. in conditionals 

She might learn more quickly if she paid attention. – 2nd conditional (reference to the present)

She might have learnt more quickly if she had paid attention. – 3rd conditional (reference to the past) 
8. past form of “may” in reported speech 

He said he might come with us. 

9. might (very) well – probability about now, the future, or generally - more probable than just “might”

It might well rain later on. 

- might (very) well + have + past participle – probability about the past 

She might well have come, but I haven’t seen her yet.  

10. might easily – probability about now, the future or generally

He might easily be right. 

- might easily + have + probability about the past

He might easily have been right.

11. might conceivably 

- less probable than just “might”

She might conceivably come. 
- might conceivably + have + past participle – the past 

She might conceivably have become a lawyer. 

12. might as well + infinitive – to suggest what we should do when there is no better alternative

There is nothing on TV. We might as well go to the cinema. (To môžeme ísť rovno do kina.)

You might as well come with us if you have nothing better to do. 

13. try as … might - used with past reference 

Try as I might, I couldn’t learn chemistry. (Akokoľvek som sa snažil, …)

CAN 

1. to give or refuse permission
You can borrow my bike./You cannot/can’t borrow my bike. 

2. to ask for permission

Can I open the window?

3. to make requests

Can you give me a hand? 

4. to make offers

Can I carry it for you? 

5. (in)ability in the present 
I can understand Croatian, but I can’t speak it very well. 
- we can also use am/is/are able to, often when the ability is surprising or involves overcoming some difficulty 

- we can use be unable to if we want to sound more formal 

- we don’t use be able to with a passive

This book can be used by beginners. - not This book is able to be used by beginners. 
- to emphasise difficulty or suggest effort, we use manage to + inf or succeed in + -ing
6. criticism

She can be very rude sometimes. (Niekedy vie byť veľmi drzá.)

7. theoretical possibility, general possibility

Health insurance can be very expensive.  
The new concert hall can seat over 3000 people. 
8. NOT FOR SPECULATION

- we don’t use “can” to speculate (we use may, might, could instead) 
CANNOT/CAN´T
1. to express certainty
- for present and future: modal + bare infinitive (infinitive without to) 
She can’t be ill. I saw her in the pub yesterday. (I am sure she is not ill.) – Určite nie je chorá. 
- for past: modal + have + past participle (modal perfect)

She can’t have been ill. I saw her in the pub yesterday. (I am sure she was not ill.)

2. inability 

I can’t play the piano. 

3. prohibition (zákaz) 

You can’t leave. 

COULD 

1. present, future, past possibility (uncertainty) 

- for present and future: modal + bare infinitive (infinitive without to) 

It could rain today/tomorrow. (less probable than with may or might)
- for past: modal + have + past participle (modal perfect)

She could have done it. (It is possible that she did it.)

2. ability in the past 

I could play the piano when I was younger, but I couldn’t sing. 

- when we talk about ability to do something on one occasion in the past could is possible only in connection with verbs of senses (smell, hear, see..), in reported speech, in questions, with superlatives and in its negative form, in other cases we use was/were able to, managed to, succeeded in…

I managed to persuade her to come. (not I could persuade her to come.)

3. past possibility which didn’t happen

- modal + have + past participle (modal perfect)

We could have gone to the party but we decided to stay at home.

4. in conditionals 

She could learn more quickly if she paid attention. – 2nd conditional 
She could have got 1 if she had learnt. – 3rd conditional 

5. current or general hypothetical ability 
I could go on a quiz show. I wouldn’t be as  scared as you are. 

6. future hypothetical ability

 I could go with them tomorrow but I don’t want. 

7. past hypothetical ability 

You could have asked more questions. Why weren’t you more active? 

8. make requests (more formal than can)

Could you give me a hand?

9. ask permission in the present (more formal than can)

Could I open the window?

10. permission/prohibition in the past 

When I was a child I couldn’t go out in the evenings.  

- when we talk about permission to do something on one occasion in the past, “be allowed to” has to be used

I was allowed to go to the party yesterday. 

- we can use could to talk about past permission in reported speech 

11. annoyance

- for present and future: modal + bare infinitive (infinitive without to) 

You could call me sometimes. 

- for past: modal + have + past participle (modal perfect)

You could have called me yesterday. 

12. could (very) well - more probable than just “could”

It could (very) well rain later on. 

- could (very) well + have + past participle – probability about the past 

She could (very) well have come, but I haven’t seen her yet.  

13. could conceivably 
- less probable than just “could”
She could conceivably come. 
- could conceivably + have + past participle – the past 

She could conceivably have become a lawyer. 

COULDN’T 

1. to express certainty (deduction)
- for present and future: modal + bare infinitive (infinitive without to) 
She couldn’t be ill. I have just seen her in the pub. (I am sure she is not ill.)

- for past: modal + have + past participle (modal perfect)

She couldn’t have been ill. I saw her in the pub yesterday. (I am sure she was not ill.)

2. inability in the past 

I couldn’t swim when I was six. 
